
Lecture 2 

Sixty Years of Africa Independence 

–  

An Odyssey 







Presentation Outline 

1. Some historical facts leading up 
to the formation of modern African 
nations. 

2. Issues that worsened and 
hindered the synthesis of 
nationhood in African nations. 

3. Africa’s score card for some of 
the Millennium Development Goals. 



THE TRIANGULAR TRADE 



Before 1948 



Berlin Conference 1884-1885 



Emergence of New African Nations 

“Our independence is 

meaningless unless it 

is linked up with the 

total liberation of the 

African continent.”   

 

Kwame Nkrumah 

1957 



All African Peoples Conference 

Key Participants in the January 1958 
 

1. Kwame Nkrumah 

2. Julius Nyerere  

3. Joshua Nkomo 

4. Hasting Banda 

5. Patrice Lumumba 

6. Amika Cabral 

7. Holden Roberto 

8. Tom Mboya 

 

 
Host, PM of Ghana 

Tanganyika- Tanzania 

Southern Rhodesia 

Nyasaland 

Belgium Congo 

Portuguese Guinea 

Portuguese Angola 

Conference Chair, Kenya 

 



RACE AND TRIBAL ISSUES  



RACE AND TRIBAL ISSUES  

June 30, 1960: Congo gained Independence from 

Belgium; 

 

September 14, 1960: Col Joseph Mobutu staged a 

Military Coup; 

July 11, 1960: Moise Tshombe declared Katanga 

Province Independent 

July 4, 1960: Riot by soldiers; 

January 17, 1961: Lumumba murdered 



 

 
www.population.io 



Poverty Reduction 
Africa and the Rest of the World 



Primary School Enrollment 
 

UNESCO Institute for Statistics ( uis.unesco.org ) 

http://uis.unesco.org/


Primary School Enrollment 
(Completion) 

 

UNESCO Institute for Statistics ( uis.unesco.org ) 

 

http://uis.unesco.org/


 

 

Global Child Mortality 
 





 

World Population 



GLOBAL POPULATION FIGURES COMPILED 

OR PROJECTED BY THE UNITED NATIONS 

CONTINENT 

POPULATION ESTIMATED/PROJECTED (MILLIONS) 

1950 1975 
2000 2030 

Total %Urban Total %Urban 

North America 172 243 314 77.4 396 84.6 

Latin America 

& Caribbean 
167 322 519 75.3 723 84.1 

Oceania 13 21 31 74.2 42 76.2 

Europe 548 676 727 73.5 670 80.6 

Asia 1,399 2,397 3,672 37.5 4,950 54.1 

Africa 221 406 794 37.2 1,489 52.9 

WORLD 2,520 4,065 6,057 47.3 8,270 60.2 
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Life Expectancy in Africa 



World Bank Report  

• Recent World 
Bank report 
describes a 
typical African 
today as an 
19.7yrs old girl in 
the rural area 

• In Uganda it is a 
16.7 year old girl 
in the rural area 



 

Human Development Index 



Source: Foreign Policy, July/August 2005 





Covid-19  

Pandemic 
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